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What is the longest flight 
you’ve ever taken?

Going Global

BALANCING ACT 

Hubbard Street Dance 

Chicago artistic director 

Jim Vincent.  

KENYA DIG IT? Leave it to Ikram Goldman to have 
her hands on the latest and greatest for the fashion 
flock. Recently, it’s her connection with First Lady 
Michelle Obama that’s put her in the spotlight, 
and now she’s back on the fashion radar, stocking 
her Gold Coast salon with a colorful twist: the 
Suno line. Formed in 2008 by Max Osterweis—
who spent a decade collecting textiles during 
visits to Kenya—Suno’s debut collection consists 
of 1,000 individually numbered, one-of-a-kind 
pieces incorporating vintage Kenyan rectangular 
textiles called kangas. It’s a staggering display of 
color and strength, drawing inspiration from the 
women of coastal East Africa and the women of 
downtown New York. After acquiring the pieces, 
Osterweis was eager to shed some good light on 
Kenya after last year’s post-election violence. And as for tapping into trends, 
Osterweis says that was the last thing he was concerned about when ready 
to unveil the line. “�e kangas used in the first collection represent over 
fifty years of design,” he says. “Good design is lasting, and I just happened 
to do something new with something old.” With only a limited amount 
of material, Osterweis and a friend hand-laid every pattern on every piece. 
�e result? A powerful collection with a huge following and a whole lot of 
history. Available only at Ikram. ikram.com. –D.G.K.

As a New Jersey-born, American Bandstand-loving three-year-old, Jim 
Vincent declared that he was going to dance. “I wanted to be Gene Kelly,” 
says the current artistic director of Hubbard Street Dance Chicago.
 �ough his career didn’t exactly hit Hollywood, the 51-year-old 
Vincent—who’s leaving his high-profile post in August to become 
artistic director of the Nederlands Dans �eater, arguably the leading 
contemporary dance company on the planet—has certainly earned 
Kelly-worthy status in the dance world. Not only did he put in 12 years 
as a troupe member at NDT, but he also choreographs—his newest 
work, Slipstream, set to music by Grammy-winning British composer 
Benjamin Britten, opens as a world premiere June 4-7 at the Harris 
�eater in Millennium Park—and has had stints as a teacher, ballet 
master and rehearsal director in destinations like France and Spain. 
 In 2000, the married father of three returned to North America 
when he was chosen in a worldwide search to replace Hubbard Street 
founder Lou Conte as artistic director. After expanding on what 
Conte started more than 30 years ago by forming partnerships with 
the CSO, IIT and the Art Institute (to name a few); commissioning 
more than 25 works; and establishing the Inside/Out choreographic 
workshop and artistic fellowships for in-house choreographers, 
Vincent is leaving quite a legacy. 
 And though he’s excited, he is not quite ready to go. “I’m very sad 
to be leaving Chicago,” he says from his West Loop office. “Chicago 
has become my home, my family.” His new home in �e Hague, with 
a population of just more than 475,000, will be quite the change. He’s 
looking for a house with a quiet garden since his 10-year-old daughter 
finessed a dog out of the move. “I’ll miss the energy of the city. It’s been a 
great ride.” Hubbard Street Dance Summer Series, June 4-7. $25-$86. 205 
E. Randolph  St., 312.850.9744, hubbardstreetdance.com. –Vicki Crain 

Brian Rosen

Janice Blankenstein

Pamella Capitanini

BURNING QUESTION

“In 1988 I worked as a waiter on a cruise 
ship that traveled the Nile River. �e flight 
to get there was O’Hare to Paris to Israel. 
Without iPods and video—and at a time 
when you could smoke onboard—it was 
torture. �e smoke was so thick in the back 
of the plane that I thought it was special 
effects.” BRIAN ROSEN, PRESIDENT/COO, FOOD FOR 

THOUGHT CATERING GROUP

“My longest plane trip was 12 hours to 
Venice, but it was so worth it. We stayed at 
the Monaco, wined and dined at Da Fiore 
(rated the best restaurant in all of Italy), 
rubbed elbows with Molto Mario Batali at 
the Guggenheim Museum and couldn’t pass 
up a Bellini and people-watching excursion 
to the famous Harry’s Bar!” PAMELLA CAPITANINI, 

MARKETING MANAGER, ITALIAN VILLAGE RESTAURANTS

“In January, I flew 13 hours to Dubai UAE: 
Swiss Air from O’Hare to Zurich on to Dubai, 
where I stayed at the amazing Ritz-Carlton at 
Jumeirah Beach. One day, we had high tea at 
the seven-star Burj Al Arab, followed by a visit 
to the world’s tallest tower, the Burj Dubai. 
�e day ended with dinner at Pierchic in the 
shadows of the Burj Al Arab.” JANICE BLANKENSTEIN, 

VICE PRESIDENT, DIVA LIMOUSINE
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Suno dresses at Ikram.  


